[Paraplegia and dissection of the abdominal aorta after closed trauma. Apropos of a case. Current review of the literature (1982-1993)].
A case of dissection with thrombosis of the subrenal abdominal aorta after blunt trauma led to paraplegia and bilateral ischaemia of the lower limbs in addition to acute abdominal signs. A review of the recent literature (1982-1993) revealed 32 reported cases. The patients were predominantly male and most often victims of an automobile accident (18 cases) or crushing trauma (6 cases). The clinical picture associated diverse degrees of abdominal signs, ischaemia and sensorial-motor impairment of the lower limbs. The diagnosis was established immediately on D0 in only 18 cases, early on days 1 to 7 in 4 cases and was late (day 8 to day 30) in 5 cases or very late (beyond day 30) in 6 cases. The difficulty in immediate diagnosis was related to the absent or incomplete vascular symptomatology or the late onset of the first signs. When a lesion of the aorta was suspected, an arteriography, angioscanner or peroperative exploration led to diagnosis. Neurological signs were frequent (10 cases including 8 with paraplegia) and generally related to ischaemia of the peripheral nerves. They may lead to denate from the diagnosis of vascular lesions. Fractures of the intima (17 cases) was the most frequent aortic lesion which also involved fracture of the media in a number of cases. Dissection was associated in 7 cases and complete or partial thrombosis of the aorta in 7. False aneurysms observed in 6 cases are the usual pathological form in cases of late diagnosis. Nearly all of the lesions were subrenal. Damage to abdominal organs was frequently observed.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)